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virtues. In spite of his great physical proportions
he was nervous and excitable. In all but military
abilities he had grown curiously to the measure of
his place, and his diplomatic abilities more than com-
pensated for the want of the military. And what
was most singular was that his early education in
Paris had not spoiled the Montenegrin in him.

Probably much of this conserved character was
due to the Princess, an admirable woman, who de-
serves a place amongst the world's remarkable female
sovereigns; for her energy, patriotism, and instinct
of the obligations of the crisis were more remark-
able than anything else connected with the house
of Njegush. Beautiful even at the period in which
I first saw her, gifted with a tact and sympathetic
manner quite regal in their reach, she held her hus-
band up to action and decision when his own nerves
were shaken. A Montenegrin of voivode stock, the
daughter of the commander-in-chief of the army, who
had been the right-hand man of Mirko, the father
of the Prince, the commander-in-chief of the previous
reign, she had the true Amazonian temper, and
would not have hesitated to take the field had the
courage of her husband failed him; though, in tran-
quil times, she was a true Slavonic woman, domestic,
affectionate in her family, and effacing herself before
her husband. I remember that the Prince told me
that, after the splendid victory of Vucidol, he sent
two couriers to announce to the Princess at Cettinje
the news of the victory, and the first question she
asked of them was, " Did the Prince show courage? "